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Introductory note

This booklet aims at providing elementary and fundamental information to alien students who have come to study in Greece (whether with a scholarship or not) and are already in the country, and also to any other student, volunteer or researcher that came to Greece, in order to assist them to understand their legal status. In other words, to understand what are their rights and obligations as members of the Greek student community for the total duration of their residence permit.
It should be emphasized that the legal rules included in this booklet concern only the students coming from third countries, meaning from countries that are not members of the European Union (EU). Students from EU countries are subject to different rules, as they possess the “European citizenship”, in other words the citizenship of a member-state of the EU.

Zoe Papassiopi-Passia

I. LEGISLATION
There are three fundamental legislative instruments that currently govern the legal status of foreign students who are third-country nationals and study at Greek Universities (ΑΕΙ) and Technical Education Institutes (TEI): Law 3386/2005, as amended and currently standing, (in particular, the provisions of Articles 28-35 and 43) and Presidential Decrees 101/2008 and 128/2008. Law 3386/2005 refers to the entry, stay and social integration of third-country nationals in Greece. Presidential Decree 101/2008 refers to the admission requirements of third-country nationals for the purpose of study or voluntary work, while Presidential Decree 128/2008 refers to the admission procedure of third-country nationals for scientific research purposes.
1. Law 3386/2005
Entry, Stay and Social Integration of Third-Country Nationals within Greek Territory (Official Gazette A΄ 212)
(as amended by Law 3448/2006 (Official Gazette A΄ 57), Law 3536/2007 (Official Gazette A΄ 42), Law 3613/2007 (Official Gazette A΄ 263), Law 3649/2008 (Official Gazette A΄ 39), Law 3731/2008 (Official Gazette A΄ 263), Law 3772/2009 (Official Gazette A΄ 112), Law 3801/2009 (Official Gazette A΄ 163) and Law 3838/2010 (Official Gazette A΄ 49)).
SECTION G΄
GRANT AND RENEWAL OF RESIDENCE PERMIT FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES
Article 28
Issue of residence permit for study purposes
1. A third-country national may enter Greece to study at a University, Technical Education Institute (T.E.I.), Higher Ecclesiastical School and Ecclessiastical School Unit, the Higher School of Technological Engineer Educators of the Higher School of Educational and Technical Training (Α.Σ.Ε.ΤΕ.Μ./Α.Σ.ΠΑΙ.Τ.Ε.), the Higher School of Hospitality Professions of the Greek National Tourism Organisation, and Technical Professional Colleges (T.E.E.) provided that he/she has previously received a special entry visa. Post-graduate studies are also included. A preparatory course is also included within the meaning of studies, provided it is stipulated by the legislation in force, as part of such studies.
2. A third-country national who has been granted a special entry visa for studying in Greece may request a residence permit for this purpose, provided that all the following requirements are met:

a. He/she has enrolled at the relevant educational institution or has been admitted for enrollment.
b. He/she possesses sufficient funds to cover the living and tuition expenses throughout the duration of his/her residence permit.

c. He/she has paid the enrollment fees required by the institution.

The Aliens and Immigration Service of the Regional Authority is competent to examine the application.

3. Residence permits for study purposes are not issued to third-country nationals who reside in the country as workers or self-employed independent professionals, except for those persons who have been admitted for family reunification reasons.
Article 29
Duration and renewal of residence permit
1. The residence permit for study purposes shall be valid for one year and may be renewed for an equal period, provided that its holder still fulfils the requirements of the preceding article. If the duration of the course of study is less than one year, the permit shall be valid for the duration of such course. The total period of residence shall not exceed the length of study stipulated in the relevant provisions, increased by half
. One extra year for learning the Greek language shall be added to that time, provided this has been requested by the relevant educational institution.
Third-country nationals who have completed their studies and have been admitted to Greek universities or higher educational institutions for post-graduate studies can renew their residence permits for the period that is required to complete their studies, without having to submit a relevant special entry visa.
2. To obtain the renewal of his/her residence permit, a third-country national must, at least two months before the expiry thereof, submit an application to the municipal authority of his/her place of domicile or residence. The application must be accompanied by a certificate from the relevant educational institution attesting enrollment and participation in examinations, and a grade transcript indicating the general progress of his/her course of study.
Article 30
Vocational training
1. For the purposes of this Law, professional training is defined as education at a Vocational Training Institute (I.E.K.), according to the provisions of Law 2009/1992 (Official Gazette 18 A΄), as may be amended and standing at that time. When required according to the programme of study for the relevant specialisation, a preparatory year for learning the Greek language may precede such training.
2. The entry in Greece of a third-country national with the purpose of receiving training at public or private Vocational Training Institutes shall be permitted on condition that he/she has been admitted to such institute and a relevant approval of study has been granted by the Vocational Education and Training Organisation (O.E.E.K.). The conditions, requirements and certificates of language proficiency that may be necessary for the approval of study shall be determined by a decision of the Minister of Education and Religious Affairs following an opinion of the Board of Directors of the Vocational Education and Training Organisation (O.E.E.K.).
3. Within the application framework of this Law, the entry of third-country nationals for the purpose of attending non-graded educational level programmes at independent study centres shall be permitted provided that the third-country national has been admitted and on condition that the aforementioned programmes require regular rather than long-distance attendance. The relevant certificate of the study centre stating that the third-country national has been admitted, and the duration of the relevant programmes, shall be legalised by the competent Prefectural Authority agency.
4. The special entry visa and respective residence permit, as well as their renewal shall be granted according to the requirements of Articles 28 and 29 of this Law, which shall apply mutatis mutandis.
Article 31
Change of study orientation
A third-country national who has been issued an entry visa or residence permit for study or vocational training purposes in Greece, may change educational institution, public or private vocational training institute (I.E.K.) or independent study centre, as well as the orientation of study or vocational training, only once during the first year of his/her studies, according to applicable leglislation, and on additional condition that the duration of residence in Greece allowed for the initial studies shall not be exceeded.
Article 32
Study at military academies
Third-country nationals who have obtained a special entry visa and have been admitted at the Academies or Special Academies of the Armed Forces and Security Forces, or the Mercantile Marine Academies shall exceptionally receive a residence permit for the duration of their studies at such academies. Third-country nationals who have been admitted at the aforementioned academies and special academies on scholarship shall be exempt from residence permit fees.
Article 33
Acquisition of medical specialty
1. In order for a third-country national to acquire a medical specialty, a special entry visa is required. The Secretary General of the competent Regional Authority, shall issue a residence permit valid for one year which may be renewed every two years until the medical specialty qualification is acquired. Such residence permit requires the production of a certificate from a hospital which, according to the applicable legislation, is entitled to award a medical specialty, attesting that the person concerned has been admitted for training as a medical specialist.
2. Such third-country nationals may be accompanied by the members of their family, as specified in section 1, article 54, to whom an individual residence permit shall be granted, after relevant application. This residence permit shall expire simultaneously with the residence permit of the principals.
Article 34
Participation in special programmes

1. Third-country nationals participating in exchange programmes within the framework of interstate agreements, in co-operation programmes financed by the European Union, as well as the recipients of scholarships awarded by ministries, organisations, public-benefit foundations and the National Scholarship Foundation (I.K.Y.) shall be admitted to the country provided that they have been issued a special entry visa. Such special entry visa shall be issued on condition that a certificate of the body that implements the respective programme or has awarded the scholarship be submitted to the competent Greek consular authority.
2. Such residence permit shall be granted for a period equal to the duration of the programme or scholarship. The recipients of scholarships referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be exempt from residence permit fees.
3. Subject to the provisions of labour legislation, third-country nationals who are higher education students participating in remunerated practical training programmes on the subject of their studies shall be granted residence permits by a decision of the Secretary General of the competent Regional Authority. Such residence permit shall provide access to the labour market for a period of six months, which may be extended for another six months, provided that its holder has been granted a special entry visa for this purpose and on condition that the competent exchange organisation provides a certificate stating that the holder has been admitted to the programme for practical training on the field of his/her studies at a specified business and for a specified period of time.
Article 35
Professional activities of students who are third-country nationals
Third-contry nationals who have received a residence permit for study purposes according to articles 28, 30, 32 and 34 of this Law, subject to paragraph 3 of the preceding article, may undertake only part-time works, according to the conditions imposed by the relevant legislation. To this end, a relevant approval shall be issued by the Regional Authority on production of the residence permit. Such approval shall be effective for the duration of the residence permit and may be renewed concurrently with the residence permit.
Article 43

Grant and renewal of residence permits to third-country nationals for implementing research projects
1. A residence permit shall be granted to the third-country national wishing to reside in Greece in order to participate in research projects at a public research institution or other similar research entities of the public sector or juridical persons governed by private law which are udner the supervision of a public authority, on condition that the requirements of article 10 be fulfilled and that the third-country national has signed a co-operation agreement with the research institution. Such agreement shall include the terms of co-operation and its duration, and shall state that the researcher's living and return travel expenses shall be paid by the institution.
2. An interested third-country national must first be issued a special entry visa and then file an application with the municipal authority of his/her place or domicile or residence. The Aliens and Immigration Agency of the Regional Authority is competent to examine the application.
The residence permit shall be granted by a decision of the Secretary General of the competent Regional Authority, and shall be valid for one year. It may be renewed annually for the same purpose until the completion of the research project.
3. The above third-country nationals may be accompanied by their family members, as specified in section 1, article 54, to whom an individual residence permit shall be granted, after relevant application. This residence permit shall expire simultaneously with the residence permit of the principals.
2. PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 101/2008
(OFFICIAL GAZETTE A΄ 157)
Adaptation of the Greek legislation to the Directive 2004/114/EC on the conditions of admission of third-country nationals for the purposes of studies or voluntary service.
CHAPTER A΄
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1
(article 1 of the Directive)
Purpose

1. The purpose hereof is the adaptation of Greek legislation to the Directive 2004/114/EC of the Council of 13 December 2004 “on the conditions of admission of third-country nationals for the purposes of studies, pupil exchange, unremunerated training or voluntary service” (EE L 375/12 of 23.12.2004).

2. Herewith are determined the conditions of admission and residence of third-country nationals within Greek territory for a period of more than three months, for the purpose of studies or voluntary service, and the rules that regard the procedures of admission and residence of third-country nationals within Greek territory for such purposes.
Article 2
(article 2 of the Directive)
Definitions

For the purposes of this Presidential Decree:

1. “Third-country national” shall mean any natural person who is not a Greek citizen or a citizen of another member state of the European Union within the meaning of article 17, section 1 of the Treaty of the EC.

2. “Student” shall mean a third-country national admitted by an institution of higher education and admitted to Greek territory in order to pursue as his/her main activity a full-time course of study leading to a diploma, master or doctoral degree issued by such institution. Within the meaning of studies, any preparatory course shall be included, provided it is stipulated by the legislation in force, as part of such studies.

3. “Institution” means an institution of higher education, lawfully founded, whose course of studies is recognised by the legislation in force.

4. “Voluntary service scheme” shall mean a programme of activities of practical solidarity, based on a state or a community scheme, pursuing objectives of general interest.

5. “Residence permit” shall mean any authorisation issued by the Greek authorities allowing a third-country national to stay lawfully within Greek territory, in accordance with the provisions of article 1, section 2, item a) of Regulation (EC) no. 1030/2002 of the Council of 13 June 2002 “on the institution of a uniform format for residence permits for third-country nationals” (EE L 157/15.6.2002).
Article 3
(articles 3 and 4 of the Directive)
Scope

1. This Presidential Decree shall apply to third-country nationals who apply to be admitted to Greece for the purpose of studies or voluntary service.

2. This Presidential Decree shall not apply to:

a. third-country nationals residing in Greece as asylum-seekers, or under subsidiary forms of protection or under temporary protection schemes, in accordance with the international requirements or the national legislation, or applying for residence for these reasons and expecting the issue of a decision in relation to their status;

b. third-country nationals whose expulsion has been suspended;

c. third-country nationals who are family members of European Union citizens who have exercised their right to free movement within the Community, in accordance with the legislation in force;

d. third-country nationals who enjoy long-term resident status in a Member State of the European Union and apply for admission and residence in Greece in accordance with section 1, items c and d, article 13 of Presidential Decree 150/2006 (Official Gazette A΄ 160) on the “Adaptation of Greek legislation to Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003, in relation to the status of third-country nationals who are long-term residents”;

e. third-country nationals who have received a residence permit for employment or freelance business activity, according to the provisions of Law 3386/2005 on the “Entry, residence and social integration of third-country nationals within the Greek territory" (Official Gazette A΄ 212), as effective.

3. This Presidential Decree shall be without prejudice to more favourable provisions of:

a. bilateral or multilateral agreements between the Community or the Community and its member states and one or more third countries,

b. bilateral or multilateral agreements between the Hellenic Republic and third countries.
CHAPTER B΄
CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION AND RESIDENCE
Article 4
(Articles 5, 6 and 7, section 2 of the Directive)
General conditions of the right to reside with the purpose of studies or voluntary service

1. The admission and residence of a third-country national in accordance with the provisions hereof, is subject to the verification of documentary evidence showing that he/she meets the conditions laid down in the following section of this article and the respective conditions of the following articles.

2. A third-country national shall be admitted to reside in Greece with the purpose of studies or voluntary service, provided the following general conditions are met:

a. he/she holds a passport or other travel document recognised by Greece, with a validity period ending at least three months after the expiry of the visa, and he/she has obtained a visa for the purpose of studies or voluntary service;

b. he/she presents the authorisation of his/her parents or guardians for the planned stay if he/she is under 18 years old;

c. he/she has sickness insurance in respect of all risks normally covered for Greek citizens;

d. he/she is not regarded as a threat to public policy, public safety and public health;

e. he/she provides proof that he/she has paid the fee for processing the application on the basis of article 92 of Law 3386/2005, as currently effective. 

3. As regards third-country nationals who participate in community programmes enhancing mobility towards or within the European Community, within the context of these programmes, and who wish to enter and stay in the Greek territory, the admission procedure shall be facilitated for the timely issue of the required visas and residence permits.

4. Any students who do automatically qualify for sickness insurance in respect of all risks normally covered for Greek citizens as a result of enrollment at an institution shall be presumed to meet the condition of item c, section 2 of this article.

Without prejudice to the special provisions hereof, the service that is competent to examine the applications for the residence permits stipulated herein is the Aliens and Immigration Service of the competent Regional Authority. The application shall be submitted to the services determined in Law 3386/2005, as it stands. 
Article 5
(articles 7 and 20 of the Directive)
Issue of residence permit for study purposes

1. A third-country national who has obtained the special visa for studies in Greece, shall submit an application, in accordance with section 4 of the previous article hereof to the competent agency, provided the following conditions concur cumulatively, in addition to the general conditions of article 4:

a. He/she has been accepted by an institution of higher education to pursue a course of study;

b. possesses sufficient resources to cover his/her subsistence during his/her stay;

c. possesses sufficient resources to cover his/her return travel expenses;

d. has paid the enrollment  fees charged by the institution, if required.

2. If the course of study that a third-country national shall attend requires proficiency in Greek as a condition of his/her enrollment, the appropriate institution shall proceed with any required testing prior to the issue of the certificate stipulated in item a, article 17 of Decision no. 3497.3/550/AΣ 4000 of the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the “Determination of conditions of evidence and procedure of issue of national visas” (Official Gazette B΄ 1912), to issue the respective national visa, as effective.

3. The application under section 1 of this article shall be accompanied by the following evidence:

a. true copy of all the pages of a valid passport or other travel document recognized by Greece with the national visa, if required;

b. health certificate issued by a Greek state hospital certifying that the third-country national does not suffer from a disease which, in accordance with the international data and the World Health Organisation (WHO), may be regarded as a threat to public health;

c. certificate of enrollment in the appropriate institution, or certificate of admission and fee of enrollment and certificate of payment, if so required;

d. evidence establishing that he/she has sufficient resources to cover his/her study and subsistence costs, as stipulated in Decision 4415/2006 of the Ministers of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralisation, Economy and Finance, Foreign Affairs, National Education and Religious Affairs and Employment and Social Protection on the “Determination of amount and mode of evidence of sufficient resources stipulated as a condition in the provisions of Law 3386/2005” (Official Gazette B΄ 398), as it stands; 

e. evidence establishing that he/she has sufficient resources to cover his/her return travel expenses, as stipulated in the decision of the Ministers of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralisation, Economy and Finance and Public Order specified in section 2 of article 90 of Law 3386/2005, as amended by section 2 of article 17 of Law 3536/2007 on “Special rules on immigration policy matters and other matters within the competence of the Ministry of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralisation” (Official Gazette A΄ 42);

f. certificate that an application has been submitted to an insurance organisation to cover the hospitalisation and healthcare costs, or copy of the healthcare booklet, if issued;

g. authorisation of the parents or guardians for the planned stay, in the case of persons younger than 18 years of age;

h. evidence of fee payment in accordance with the provisions of section 1, article 92 of Law 3386/2005, as it stands; and


i. three (3) colour photographs.

4. The application with the relevant file shall be processed to check completeness and shall be forwarded to the Aliens and Immigration Service of the appropriate Regional Authority, no later than fifteen days following submission.

At the time of submission of the application and provided the necessary evidence is complete, the third-country national shall be issued with a relevant certificate of submission, attesting that he/she resides in the country lawfully, until the Administration decides on his/her request.

After taking into account the opinion of the appropriate police authority in relation to issues of the country’s public policy and security, the Aliens and Immigration Service of the competent Regional Authority shall examine whether the conditions under article 4 and this article are met, and shall either issue a relevant decision on the grant of the residence permit for studies, or reject the application.
Article 6
(articles 12 and 20 of the Directive)
Duration and renewal of residence permit for study purposes

1. The residence permit for studies is valid for one year and renewable for one additional year, provided the conditions of articles 4 and 5 hereof are met. If the duration of the course of study is less than one year, the permit shall be valid for the duration of the course.

2.a. A third-country national may apply for a residence permit for studies with the same duration as that of the higher education studies in a specific course of study. In this case, at the time of submission of the application, the student shall produce a supplementary certificate from the appropriate institution for the entire period of study of the course that he/she shall attend.

b. To have such residence permit issued, a fee of one hundred fifty (150) euros shall be paid for every year for which a residence permit is issued for study purposes. The fee shall be paid in accordance with the procedure described in article 92 of Law 3386/2005, as it stands. 

c. A student holding a residence permit valid for a period equal to the maximum duration of the course of study, is required to submit biannually to the Aliens and Immigration Service of the appropriate Regional Authority a certificate of enrollment and participation in the examinations, issued by the appropriate institution, and a grade transcript for the same period, from which his/her general progress is established, or a detailed progress report issued by the relevant organisation, in case of a master’s degree or doctoral thesis. If such duty is not performed within two months from the date of expiry of the two year-period following the issue of the residence permit, the permit shall be withdrawn and the student shall have to leave the Greek territory immediately without any further formalities.

3. To renew the residence permits described in previous sections, a third-country national has to submit an application, prior to their expiry, to the competent service of application submissions, in accordance with section 4 article 4, which shall be accompanied by the following evidence:

a. true copy of all the pages of valid passport or other travel document recognized by Greece, and of the previous residence permit for studies;

b. certificate of enrollment and participation in the examinations, issued by the relevant educational institution;

c. grade transcript evidencing the general progress, or a detailed progress report issued by the competent organisation, in case of a master’s degree or doctoral thesis;

d. certificate from the proper insurance organisation to cover the hospitalization and healthcare costs, or copy of the healthcare booklet;

e. evidence proving that he/she has sufficient resources to cover his/her studies and subsistence costs, as they are determined in Decision 4415/2006 of the Ministers of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralisation, Economy and Finance, Foreign Affairs, National Education and Religious Affairs and Employment and Social Protection on the “Determination of amount and mode of evidence of sufficient resources stitulated as a condition in the provisions of Law 3386/2005”, as it stands. 

evidence establishing that he/she has sufficient resources to cover the studies and subsistence costs, as such are determined in Decision no. 4415/2006 of the Ministries of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralisation, Economy & Finance, Foreign Affairs, National Education & Religious Affairs and Employment & Social Protection on  the “Determination of the amount and mode of evidence of sufficient resources stipulated as a condition in the provisions of Law 3386/2005”, as it stands;

f. evidence of fee payment under item b section 2 hereof in accordance with the provisions of section 1 article 92 of Law 3386/2005, as it stands; and


g. three (3) colour photographs.

4. The application with the relevant file is processed and its completeness checked, and forwarded to the Aliens and Immigration Service of the appropriate Regional Authority, not later than fifteen days following submission.

At the time of submission of the application and provided the necessary evidence is complete, the third-country national shall be issued with a relevant certificate of submission, attesting that he/she resides in the country lawfully, until the Administration decides on his/her request.

The Aliens and Immigration Service of the competent Regional Authority processes the application and issues a relevant decision on the issuing of a residence permit for studies or rejects the application.

5. The total time of renewal of a residence permit may not exceed the maximum duration of studies prescribed by the appropriate provisions, increased by 100% for the undergraduate students and by half for postgraduate students and doctoral candidates. During that period, one more year is added for learning the Greek language, provided it has been requested by the relevant institution.
Article 7
(article 8 of the Directive)
Mobility of students

1. Without prejudice to article 12 and section 1 of article 14, a third-country national who has already been admitted as a student in another member state of the European Union and applies to follow part of the studies already commenced or to complement them with a related course of study in Greece, shall be admitted within a period that does not hamper the pursuit of the relevant studies, whilst leaving the competent authorities sufficient time to process the application, if he/she:

a. meets the conditions laid down in articles 4 and 5 hereof, save the condition of special entry visa. In these cases, only a visa is required in accordance with Regulation (EC) 539/2001, as it stands;

b. submits a certificate of the study programme pursued that also proves that the first course of study is similar and complementary to the second course of study;

c. participates in a community or bilateral exchange programme or has been admitted as a student in another member state for no less than two years.

2. The residence permit of section 1 hereof is issued and renewed, provided the conditions are met, and in accordance with the procedure of articles 4, 5 and 6 hereof, respectively.

3. At the time of submission of the application for a residence permit under section 1 hereof, the student shall submit the following supplementary evidence:

a. true copy of the residence permit for studies he/she holds in another member state of the European Union;

b. certificate of the institution of another member state of the European Union about the study programme pursued and the complementary or similar character of the aforementioned study programme with the course he/she shall attend in Greece;

c. certificate of the implementation authority of the respective course for his/her participation in the community or bilateral exchange programme or certificate of the competent authorities of a member state of the European Union that he/she has been admitted to it as a student for a period of no less than two years.

4. The condition of item c section 1 hereof does not apply if the student, within the framework of his course of study, is required to attend part of his/her studies in an institution of another member state. In this case, the certificate under item c of previous section hereof is replaced by a certificate of the institution of the other member state of the European Union, certifying compulsory attendance of part of the course of study in Greece.

5. If a third-country national who holds a residence permit for studies in Greece submits an application to another member state, by virtue of this article, the competent Greek authorities shall forward, at the request of the member state to which he/she has submitted such application, the appropriate information in relation to the stay of the student in Greek territory.
Article 8
(article 17 of the Directive)
Economic activities by students who are third-country nationals

Third-country nationals that have obtained a residence permit for the purposes of studies, according to the presents, may work part-time only, in accordance with the respective provisions of the legislation in force. In any case, the number of hours per week may not be less than ten hours, or the equivalent in days or months per year. To this end, the third-country national concerned is issued with the authorisation of the Regional Authority, after showing his/her residence permit. The period of validity of the above authorisation shall correspond to the duration of the residence permit and may be renewed parallel to that.
Article 9
(article 19 of the Directive)
Fast-track procedure for issuing residence permits to postgraduate students

1. The country’s institutions of higher education operating postrgraduate programmes may conclude agreements with the Ministry of the Interior for the fast-track procedure for issuing residence permits to postgraduate students who are third-country nationals, if special grounds exist and on the following terms:

a. The duration of the postgraduate course of study is in excess of three (3) years.

b. The conditions of articles 4 and 5 hereof for issuing residence permits within the framework of such agreements are met.

The fast-track procedure agreements shall include the exact title of the postgraduate course and the special grounds that exist for the conclusion of the agreement, the period of validity and the possibility of renewal, and the obligations of the contracting parties.

2.a.For the conclusion of the fast-track procedure agreement, the Ministry of the Interior shall be represented by the head of the Immigration Policy Directorate, Directorate General for Immigration Policy and Social Integration, and the institution of higher education shall be represented by its legal representative.

b. The applications for the issue of residence permits under this article shall be submitted to the above Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior and the relevant provisions shall be issued by decision of the appropriate Minister.

c. The competent Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior shall issue residence permits, provided the conditions hereof are met, within a period of twenty (20) days as of the date of receipt of the application including all relevant evidence.

3. The institution of higher education shall provide information, in any apropriate manner, to the Greek consular authority of the country from which a third-country national shall enter about the fast-track procedure agreement that has been concluded according to the above.
CHAPTER C΄
COMMON PROVISIONS
Article 12
(articles 12 and 16 of the Directive)
Withdrawal or non-renewal of residence permit for study or volunteer service purposes

1. A residence permit issued in accordance with the provisions hereof, may be withdrawn or not renewed in the following circumstances:

a. οn grounds of threat to public policy and security. An examination of the reasons concerning the country’s public policy and security is a prerequisite at the time of initial issue and renewal of residence permits. To process the applications, the competent agencies are required, at the end of every month, to send to the local police directorates or security directorates of the Greek Police lists with the exact particulars of third-country nationals, whose residence permits were issued or renewed. The existence of threats to public policy and security that emerge after the issue of the initial residence permit or its renewal, constitute a reason for withdrawal of the permit;

b. οn grounds of public health. The only diseases that can justify the withdrawal or the non-renewal of a residence permit are those stipulated by the World Health Organisation, and any other infectious, contagious or parasitic diseases that necessitate taking measures for the protection of public health. If, after the issue of the initial residence permit, it is found that the person concerned suffers from a disease from which he/she was infected following his/her entry into the country, this is not a reason for not renewing his/her residence permit or for removing him/her from the country;

c. if the terms laid down herein are not met or no longer met;

d. if it has been established by a final judicial decision that fraudulent or misleading information, false or forged documents were employed, that fraud was in any manner committed or other illicit means were employed.

2. Without prejudice to section 1, a residence permit for the study purposes may be refused or withdrawn if the holder:

a. does not abide by the limits stipulated by the appropriate legislation on part-time employment at the time of exercise of his/her employment activity;

b. does not make satisfactory progress in his/her studies.
Article 13
(article 24 of the Directive)
Rights and obligations

1. In any case, the holder of a residence permit for studies or voluntary service may not change the purpose of such permit.

2. Without prejudice to the second paragraph of section 2, article 4 of Presidential Decree 150/2006 on the “Adaptation of the greek legislation to the Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003, in relation to third-country nationals status who are long-term residents”, the time during which the third-country nationals have resided in the Greek territory as students or volunteers, in accordance with the provisions hereof, is not taken into account for the purpose of granting further rights to such persons.

3. A holder of a residence permit according to the provisions hereof, is subject to the general rights and obligations of third-country nationals, as provided by the provisions of Law 3386/2005, as it stands.

4. For children born in Greece to parents who hold residence permits for studies in accordance with the provisions hereof, notwithstanding the effective provisions of legislation on the family reunification of third-country nationals, an individual residence permit is issued in their capacity as members of the student’s family, and such permit expires at the same time as the residence permit of their parents or of one of their parents. Such permit does not require the payment of fee, according to the provisions of section 2, article 56 of Law 3386/2005, as substituted by article 13 of Law 3536/2007.
Article 14
(article 18 of the Directive)
Procedural guarantees - Right to have recourse

1. Any decision to issue or renew a residence permit by virtue hereof shall be issued and notified to the person concerned according to the provisions of articles 4, 16, 17 and 19 of Law 2690/1999 (Official Gazette A΄ 45), as it stands.

2. Any decision rejecting an application to obtain or renew a residence permit, issued by virtue hereof, has to be justified, in accordance with article 17 of Law 2690/1999, as it stands. 

3. A redress application may be filed against decisions issued by virtue hereof, under article 24 of Law 2690/1999, as it stands.

4.  By application of the  provisions of article 15, Law 3068/2002 (Official Gazette A΄ 274) as it stands, a petition may be lodged before the competent administrative court for the annulment of the judgment denying the application for a researcher’s  residence permit, its revocation or non-renewal.
3. PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 128/2008
(OFFICIAL GAZETTE A΄ 190)
Adaptation of Greek legislation to Directive 2005/71/EC of 12 October 2005 on a specific procedure for admitting third-country nationals for the purposes of scientific research.
CHAPTER I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1
(article 1 of the Directive)
Purpose

The purpose of this decree is the adaptation of Greek legislation to Council Directive 2005/71/EC of 12 October 2005 “on a specific procedure for admitting third-country nationals for the purposes of scientific research” (EE L 289 of 3.11.2005), which lays down the conditions for the admission and stay of third-country researchers to the member states for more than three months for the purposes of carrying out a research project under hosting agreements with research organisations.
Article 2
(article 2 of the Directive)
Definitions
 
For the purposes of this Presidential Decree:

a) "third-country national" shall mean any person who is not a European Union citizen within the meaning of article 17, section 1 of the Treaty;

b) "research" shall mean creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications;

c) “research organisation” shall mean any public or private organisation which conducts research and which has been approved for the purposes hereof in accordance with the national legislation;
 
d) “researcher” shall mean a third-country national holding an appropriate higher education qualification, which gives access to doctoral programmes, who is selected by a research organisation for carrying out a research project for which the above qualification is normally required;

e) “residence permit” shall mean any authorisation bearing the term “researcher” issued by the Greek authorities allowing a third-country national to stay legally within Greek territory, in accordance with article 1 section 2 a) of Regulation (EC) 1030/2002 of the Council of 13 June 2002 concerning “a uniform format for residence permits for third-country nationals” (EE L 157/15.6.2002).
Article 3
(article 3 of the Directive)
Scope

1. This decree shall apply to third-country nationals applying to be admitted to Greek territory for the purpose of carrying out a research project.

2. This decree shall not apply to:

a) third-country nationals residing in Greece as applicants for international protection or under temporary protection schemes;

b) third-country nationals applying to reside in Greece as students within the meaning of Directive 2004/114/EC for the purposes of studies, pupil exchange, unremunerated training or voluntary service, in order to carry out research leading to a doctoral degree;

c) third-country nationals whose expulsion has been suspended;

d) researchers seconded by a research organisation of a member state of the European Union to another research organisation in Greece.
Article 4
(article 4 of the Directive)
More favourable provisions

1. This decree shall apply without prejudice to more favourable provisions of:

a) bilateral or multilateral agreements concluded between the Community or between the Community and its member states on the one hand and one or more third countries on the other;

b) bilateral or multilateral agreements concluded between the Hellenic Republic or more member states, and one or more third countries.

2. The competent Greek authorities maintain the possibility to adopt or retain more favourable provisions for the persons to whom this decree applies.
CHAPTER II
RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS
Article 5
(articles 5 and 7 of the Dicrective)
Research organisation approval

1. Any research organisation wishing to host a researcher under the admission procedure laid down in this decree shall first be approved for that purpose, in accordance with relevant legislation.

2. The approval of the research organisation shall be granted by the General Secretariat of Research and Technology of the Ministry of Development (ΓΓΕΤ).

3. Any public research organisation or other respective research body of the public sector, or private law juridical person which is supervised by a state authority, as well as any recognised Higher Education Institute (AEI), namely any University and Technological Educational Institute (TEI), shall be considered an approved organisation for the requirements of this Presidential Decree.

4. For a private entity to obtain an approval, it has to submit an application accompanied by the following supporting documentation:

i) Articles of incorporation of the entity, establishing the existence of a Research and Development Department.

ii) Documentation of the research activities of the entity and of the costs for the research and technology activities, as evidenced by the requests of the entity in relation to the application of tax discounts on the research and technology costs, in accordance with Law 3296/2004 (Official Gazette A΄ 253/14.12.2004).

iii) Sufficient documentation of the necessity to employ third-country researchers.

5. The aforementioned supporting documentation shall be submitted to the ΓΓΕΤ, which shall assess them. In the event of positive assessment, the approval is granted for a period of 5 years.

6. All research organisations shall be required to submit to the ΓΓΕΤ a certificate in writing confirming that if a researcher remains illegally within Greek territory after the termination of the hosting agreement, the said organisation is responsible for reimbursing the costs related to his/her stay and return trip incurred by public funds. The ΓΓΕΤ shall be required to communicate a copy of such certificate to the Directorate for Aliens of the General Secretariat of Public Safety. The financial responsibility of the research organisation shall end six months after the termination of the hosting agreement for each respective researcher.

7. The research organisations shall be responsible for checking the accuracy of third-country researchers’ curriculum vitae and qualifications in the light of the research objectives, as evidenced by certified copies of such documents in accordance with article 2, item (d).

8. All research organisations shall be required to communicate to the ΓΓΕΤ the hosting agreements they  have signed. The ΓΓΕΤ shall be responsible to examine the said agreements.

9. The ΓΓΕΤ shall be responsible for observing and checking the conditions laid down in sections 4 and 6 hereof. Where it is found that they are not being observed or that the approval has been fraudulently acquired, or where the research organisation has signed a hosting agreement with a third-country national violating the provisions hereof, the approval shall be withdrawn or not renewed. When approval has been withdrawn or refused, the organisation concerned may be banned from reapplying for approval up to five years from the date of publication of the decision on withdrawal or non-renewal. The withdrawal or non-renewal of the approval is communicated to the Directorate for Immigration Policy of the Ministry of the Interior and to the competent Regional Services for Aliens and Immigration.

10. The ΓΓΕΤ shall publish and update annually lists of the research organisations approved for the purposes of this decree and shall communicate any changes directly to the Directorate for Immigration Policy of the Ministry for the Interior and to the Regional Services for Aliens and Immigration.
Article 6
(articles 6 and 5 [7] of the Directive)
Hosting agreement

1. Any research organisation wishing to host a researcher shall sign a hosting agreement with the latter whereby the researcher undertakes to complete the research project and the organisation undertakes to host the researcher for that purpose without prejudice to article 7.

2. Research organisations may sign hosting agreements only if the following conditions are met:

a) the research project has been accepted by the relevant authorities in the organisation, after examination of:

i) the purpose and duration of the research, and the availability of the necessary financial resources for it to be carried out;

ii) the researcher’s qualifications in connection to the research topic, as attested by a certified copy of his/her certificate, according to article 2, item (d).

b) during his/her stay the researcher has sufficient resources without having recourse to the social assistance system, which may not be less than EUR 900 monthly, to meet his/her expenses and return travel costs, as they are specified in accordance with the Decision of the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Economy and Finance issued by the authority of section 2, article 90, Law 3386/2005, as it stands; the amount of sufficient resources of the aforementioned section can be modified by a common Ministerial Decision of the Ministers of the Interior and of the Economy and Finance and Development. 

c) during his/her stay the researcher is covered by insurance against all risks that Greek citizens are covered against, as provided by law ;

d) the hosting agreement specifies the legal relationship and working conditions of the researchers, in accordance with national legislation.

3. Once the hosting agreement has been signed, the research organisation shall be required to provide the researcher with an individual statement certifying that financial responsibility has been assumed for costs within the meaning of article 5 section 6.

4. Research organisations shall promptly inform the authorities designated, in accordance with article 7 section 2 hereof, for the purpose of granting the residence permit of any occurrence likely to prevent implementation of the hosting agreement.

5. Hosting agreements with research organisation whose permit has been revoked shall not be valid.  Similarly, the hosting agreement shall automatically lapse when the researcher is not admitted or when the legal relationship between the researcher and the research organisation is terminated.
CHAPTER III
ADMISSION AND STAY OF RESEARCHERS
Article 7
(articles 7, 14 and 15 of the Directive)
Residence permit of researcher

1. If all conditions laid down in article 5 and 6 hereof are met, a third-country national shall submit to the relevant authorities an application for a residence permit under Law 3386/2005 (Official Gazette A΄ 212), which shall be accompanied by the following supporting documentation:


a) true copy of a valid passport or other travel document as determined by Greek law, and a visa for that purpose;

b) three (3) recent colour photographs;

c) a fee as determined by the provisions of section  1, article 92, Law 3386/05, as it stands;


d) health certificate from a state hospital confirming that the third-country national does not suffer from any disease, which in accordance with the international standards and the World Health Organisation (WHO) may pose a threat to public health;

e) true copy of the hosting agreement signed by a research organisation pursuant to the provisions of article  6, specifying the conditions of cooperation, the time of completion and the cover of the stay and living costs in Greece;

f) statement of financial responsibility issued by the research organisation in accordance with article 6 section 3 hereof;

g) confirmation that an application for social security has been submitted to the appropriate social security organisation as provided by law.

2. The applications shall be submitted to the municipality or community of the place of residence or stay of the applicant. The municipalities and the communities shall check the supporting documents for completeness and shall forward the file to the competent Aliens and Immigration Service of the competent Regional Authority, which shall be responsible for checking the application for residence permits hereof.

3. If the information supplied in support of the application is inadequate, the competent authorities shall inform the applicant of any further information required.

4. After consulting the police authorities on issues concerning public policy and public safety, the Aliens and Immigration Service of the Regional Authority shall accord priority to the examination of the application with all supporting documents, and provided the conditions set out in article 6 hereof and in section 1 of this article are met, it shall issue a relevant decision stating whether the request is granted or otherwise. In the event of an affirmative decision, the third-country nationals shall be provided with the respective residence permit.

5. Researchers who are third-country nationals may be accompanied or joined by:

a) their spouse who is over 18 years of age as well as any unmarried children under 18 years of age, including adopted children;

b) any other unmarried children under 18 years of age that they have together or of the spouse, including any adopted children, provided the parental care has been assigned to such spouse.
Article 8
(article 8 of the Directive)
Duration and renewal of residence permit of researcher

1. The duration of a researcher’s residence permit shall be the same as that of the hosting agreement. If the hosting agreement is extended, the residence permit shall be renewed for the equivalent time period.

2. To renew the residence permit, prior to the expiry of such  permit the researcher shall be required to submit an application to the authority which is competent to receive such applications, in accordance with the Law 3386/2005, as in force, and the application shall be accompanied by the following supporting documents:

a) true copy of all the pages of a valid passport or other travel document as determined by Greek law and any previous residence permit of the researcher;

b) three (3) recent colour photographs;

c) a fee as determined by the provisions of section  1, article 92, Law 3386/2005, as it stands;


d) true copy of the contract on extension of hosting signed with a research organisation in accordance with the provisions of article 6, specifying the conditions of cooperation, the time of completion and the cover of the stay and living costs in Greece;

e) certificate or copy of a health booklet issued by the appropriate social security body.

3. The authority which is competent to take applications shall check the supporting documents for completeness and shall accord priority to forwarding the file to Aliens and Immigration Service of the competent Regional Authority.

4. The Aliens and Immigration Service of the Regional Authority shall process the application and provided that the conditions laid down in articles 6 and 7 hereof are still met and that the reasons provided for in article 11 hereof do not apply, it shall issue a decision to renew the researcher’s residence permit.
Article 9
(article 9 of the Directive)
Residence permit of family members of a researcher

1. A residence permit is granted to the family members of a researcher, and the duration of validity of their residence permit shall be the same as that of the residence permit of the researcher.

2. A member of a researcher’s family shall submit an application for residence permit in accordance with the provisions of article 7 hereof, accompanied by the following supporting documents:

a) certified copy of the residence permit of a dependent member or confirmation that a relevant application has been submitted;

b) true copy of a valid passport or other document recognised by Greek law, and a national visa for that purpose;

c) three (3) recent colour photographs;

d) a fee as determined by the provisions of section  1, article 92, Law 3386/05, as it stands;

e) health certificate from a state hospital confirming that the third-country national does not suffer from any disease, which in accordance with the international standards and the World Health Organisation (WHO) may pose a threat to public health;

f) a recent family status certificate issued by the immigration authorities, establishing marriage or kinship, or a certificate of marriage or birth, if the marriage was solemnised in the Greek territory or if the children were born within Greek territory;

g) certificate that an application for social security has been submitted to the social security authority to cover any costs of hospitalisation and medical care.

3. To renew the residence permit, a researcher’s family member shall be required to submit an application prior to the expiry of the permit, to the authority which is competent to receive applications, in accordance with Law 3386/2005, as it stands. The application shall be accompanied by items (a) to (d) of section 2 of this article, and the following supporting documents:

a) a certificate issued by a social security organisation confirming coverage of hospitalisation and medical care costs;

b) an affidavit that the applicant’s family status has not changed, or a certificate of birth in case of children that were born within Greek territory.
Article 10
(articles 13 and 14 of the Directive)
Right to reside in Greece and grant of residence permit for third-country nationals who have obtained a residence permit as researchers in another member state of the European Union

1. A third-country national who has been admitted as a researcher in another member state of the European Union and holds a residence permit in that member state on the basis of the Directive 2005/71/EC, may carry out part of the research in Greece under the conditions of this article.

2. If the researcher stays in the country for a period not longer than three months, the research may be carried out on the basis of the hosting agreement concluded in the first member state, provided that the researcher does not pose a threat to public policy, public safety or public heath.

3. If the researcher stays in the country for more than three months, a new hosting agreement may be required to carry out the research in the country, together with a new residence permit in accordance with the provisions of articles 6 and 7 hereof respectively.

4. An application for residence permit in the case described in the preceding section shall be submitted by the third-country researcher provided he is residing within the territory of the country, in accordance with the procedure and the conditions set out in article 7 hereof.

5. To obtain a residence permit, the persons described in section 1 of this article, shall submit to the competent authority an application within three months from their admission to the country, in accordance with Law 3386/2005, as it stands. The application shall be accompanied by the following supporting documentation:

a) a certified copy of a valid passport or other travel document recognised by Greece, and a visa, when required, in accordance with national legislation;

b) a copy of a “Researcher” residence permit issued by another member state;

c) all supporting documents that must meet the conditions set out in articles 6 and 7 hereof.

6. The duration of validity of the researcher's residence permit shall be the same as that of the hosting agreement and shall be renewed in accordance with the provisions of article 8 hereof.

7. Members the researcher’s family may accompany or join the researcher, as specified in section 5, article 7 hereof, provided such members possess a valid residence permit as family members of the researcher in another member state.

8. A residence permit shall be granted to the family members in accordance with the provisions of article 9 hereof.

9. A researcher who meets the conditions of this article is not required to leave Greece in order to submit an application for residence permit.
CHAPTER IV
COMMON PROVISIONS
Article 11
(articles 10 and 15 of the Directive)
Withdrawal or non-renewal of the residence permit

1. The residence permit of a researcher and the residence permit of a family member of the researcher shall be withdrawn or shall not be renewed in cases where the permit has been fraudulently acquired or wherever it appears that the holder did not meet the conditions for entry and residence provided by articles 6, 7 and 9 respectively, or is residing for purposes other than that for which he/she was authorised to reside.

2. The country may withdraw or refuse to renew a residence permit for reasons of public policy, public safety or public health.
Article 12
(article 15, sections 3 and 4 of the Directive)
Right to have recourse

1. Any decision granting or renewing a residence permit, by virtue hereof, shall be issued and notified to the person concerned in accordance with the provisions of the Law 3386/2005, as it stands. 

2. Any decision rejecting an application to receive or renew a residence permit, or withdrawing a residence permit issued by virtue hereof shall be duly justified, in accordance with article 17 of the Administrative Procedure Code ratified by article one of Law 2690/1999 (Official Gazette A΄ 45), as it stands. Any such decision shall be communicated to the person concerned, who shall be informed by means of a written notification specifying the redress procedures, as described in the following sections, and the time limit for taking action.

3. A petition for remedy of the decisions issued by virtue hereof may be filed in accordance with article 24 of the aforementioned Administrative Procedure Code.

4.  By application of the  provisions of article 15, Law 3068/2002 (Official Gazette A΄ 274), as it stands, a petition may be lodged before the competent administrative court for the annulment of the judgment denying the application for a researcher’s  residence permit, its revocation or non-renewal, as well as  of the judgement on deportation.
Article 13
(article 11 of the Directive)
Teaching

Researchers admitted under this decree may teach in accordance with national legislation.
Article 14
(article 12 of the Directive)
Equal treatment

Holders of a residence permit of a researcher shall be entitled to equal treatment with nationals as regards:

a) recognition of diplomas, certificates and other professional qualifications, in accordance with the relevant national procedures;

b) working conditions, including pay and dismissal;

 c) branches of social security as defined in Council Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 of 14 June 1971 on the application of social security schemes to employed persons, to self-employed persons and to members of their families moving within the Community. The special provisions in the Annex to Council Regulation (EC) No 859/2003 of 14 May 2003 extending the provisions of Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 and Regulation (EEC) No 574/72 to nationals of third countries who are not already covered by these provisions solely on the ground of their nationality shall apply accordingly;

d) tax benefits;

e) access to goods and services and the supply of goods and services made available to the public.
II. CRUCIAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Striving to assist foreign students who are third country nationals, the Social Policy Committee of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki finds it is useful to provide them with brief answers to important questions that are typically of concern to them.
1. Does a foreign student – third country national need to acquire a special student visa in order to come to Greece for study purposes?
YES. This is a mandatory requirement. In fact, a student visa is necessary even for students who are nationals of countries for which Greece does not normally require a visa. For instance, USA citizens are not required to obtain a visa when visiting Greece (e.g. as tourists). However, when they come to Greece as students, they are required to obtain a special student visa from the Greek consular authorities in the U.S.A. This special student visa is required for all students coming from third countries, i.e. countries outside the European Union.
2. What will happen if a student has not obtained a special student visa?
A foreign student – third country national who does not hold a special student visa will not be allowed to enter the country. Such student will have to return to his/her country, obtain the special student visa from the local consular authorities of Greece and re-enter Greece with that visa.
3. Could a foreign student holding a visa be denied admission into Greece?
A third-country national holding a student visa may be denied admission only if the Greek consular authorities ascertain that the alien in question is included in the list of undesirable aliens, according to Article 82 of Law 3386/2005 or if his/her entry into Greece might pose a threat to public order or security or to public health, according to the stipulations of the World Health Organisation.
4. Must an alien who has been admitted for studies obtain a special residence permit?
YES, this is a mandatory requirement. After his/her entry into Greece and two months before the expiration of his/her visa, the foreign student must apply to the municipal authority or community council of his place of domicile or residence for the issue of a residence permit for study purposes. 
The municipal authority or community council will check whether the submitted documentation is complete and will forward such documentation along with the application to the competent Aliens and Immigration Service. A third-country student may be invited to an interview with the Immigration Committee. The residence permit for study purposes is issued by a decision of the Secretary General of the Regional Authority.
5. What is the required documentation for the issue of the residence permit?
According to Ministerial Decision 933/2009, the basic supporting documentation required for the issue of a residence permit to a third-country national wishing to study in Greece are as follows: 






a) copy of the passport or other travel document evidencing the student visa. 
b) three recent colour photographs; 
c) if applicable, stamp duty payment receipt available from the Public Financial Authority; 


d) health certificate issued by a Greek state hospital certifying that the third-country national does not suffer from a disease which in accordance with international data and the World Health Organisation (WHO) may be regarded as a threat to public health.
In addition to the aforementioned documentation that is common  for all types of residence permits for study purposes, the following documents may also be required: 









A. In case of an initial one-year residence permit (article 5, Presidential Decree 101/2008): 





a) certificate from the admitting educational institution stating that the student has matriculated and paid any applicable enrollment fees; 
b) evidence that the foreign student may cover his/her living and study expenses throughout the validity of period of the residence permit, unless he/she has received a scholarhsip. 
The monthly resources considered adequate to cover living expenses for third-country nationals who have obtained a special entry visa for studying in Greece are €500, according to Ministerial Decision 4415/2006. This amount is evidenced by a savings account, bank transfer, scholarship or payrol receipt, if the student is employed (see question no. 11). 


(c) certificate that an application has been submitted to an insurance organisation for the coverage of hospitalisation and healthcare costs; 



(d) for persons under 18, authorisation of the parents or guardians for the planned stay, 

B. In the case of an initial residence permit of a duration equal with the maximum duration of the study programme (articles 5 and 6, Presidential Decree 101/2008), the following documentation is also required: 





a) in addition to the certificate of enrollment and enrollment fee payment, if applicable, a certificate of the institution stating the total period that his/her studies will require.

b) as above. 
c) as above. 
d) as above.









e) Stamp fee payment receipt amounting to €150 for each year of the residence permit. 






In case of B, a biannual, interim certification that the student continues his/her studies is required. To this end, the following are submitted to the competent agency: Certificate of enrollment and participation in the examinations issued by the relevant educational institution, and a grade transcript or progress report in the case of postgraduate or doctoral studies. 






Regarding the documentation required especially for the issue of a researcher residence permit, see article 7 of Presidential Decree 128/2008.
6. Is the residence permit procedure for researchers different from the residence permit for study purposes?
The procedure is almost identical, as described in article 43 of Law 3386/2005 and article 7 of Presidential Decree 128/2008. The residence permit is issued by the Secretary General of the competent Regional Authority of the researcher’s place of domicile, and its duration is equal with the term of the researcher’s admission agreement (article 8, Presidential Decree 128/2008).

7. When and how is the residence permit for study purposes renewed?
The residence permit for study purposes is ordinarily renewed annually, unless it was granted for the entire duration of study, in which case no renewal is required. At least two months before the expiration of the residence permit, the student must appear at the municipal authority or community council of his/her place of domicile and submit an application. The application must be accompanied by the following documents: a) a certificate from his/her school or department attesting enrollment and participation in examinations; and b) a grade transcript indicating his/her progress with his/her coursework.
8. How long is the duration of the residence permit for study purposes?
The residence permit for study puproses is in most cases valid for one year. In particular, the residence permit is renewed annually until the completion of the maximum duration specified by each school or department, increased by 100% for undergraduates and by half for post-graduate students or doctoral candidates (article 6, section 5, Presidential Decree 101/2008). This time does not include the time required by the student to learn Greek, which is one year. 





If the student has received a scholarship or participates in exchange programmes in the framework of bilateral agreements (article 34 of Law 3386/2005), or has been admitted to study at Armed Forces Schools (article 32 of Law 3386/2005), the residence permit is granted for the entire period of study. 



In addition, according to Article 6, section 2 of Presidential Decree 101/2008, a third-country national may request a residence permit with a duration equal with his/her maximum study duration, in which case he/she must submit a supplementary certificate from the relevant educational institution stating the total duration of the course he will attend. In this last case, he will have to submit biannually to the Alien and Immigration Service a certificate of enrollment and participation in examinations, as well as a grade transcript attesting to his progress (article 6, section 2 c, Presidential Decree 101/2008).
9. Must the foreign student bring money with him/her?
YES. Bringing money is necessary. The student will have to prove that the money brought with him/her will enable him to cover his/her living expenses and medical care. The same applies each time that the student needs to renew his/her residence permit for study purposes. Naturally, these requirements do not apply if the student has received a Greek state scholarship or has been admitted to study at the Armed Forces Schools (article 32 of Law 3386/2005).
If the third-country national has not received a scholarship, the amount of €500 per month is considered as "adequate funds". This is deduced from Ministerial Decision 4415/2006.
10. Is it possible for a foreign student who has graduated to continue with post-graduate studies?
Yes, it is possible! This is stipulated in article 29, section 1, last item of Law 3386/2005.

11. May a foreign student work and study at the same time?
Yes, it is possible. A foreign student may be employed under certain conditions, according to article 35 of Law 3386/2005 and article 8 of Presidential Decree 101/2008. A relevant permission must be granted by the Regional Authority for this purpose. Such permission is granted only for part-time employment and after the third-country student has applied and presented his residence permit and a certificate by the employer wishing to offer employment. 





Being employed while studying means that the student falls within the scope of labour law, (i.e. he/she must pay social security contributions, submit tax returns etc.).
12. Is it possible for a third-country national residing lawfully in Greece as a worker to study and receive a residence permit for study purposes?
It is up to him/her to succeed in working and styding simultaneously. From a legal point it is indeed possible. However, according to article 28, section 3 of Law 3386/2005, third-country nationals lawfully residing in Greece as workers or persons carrying out an indepenent economic activity cannot receive a residence permit for study purposes. Priority is given to the residence permit for employment by virtue of which the third-country national in question received a visa and came to Greece. 
Nevertheless, a residence permit for study purposes may be exceptionally granted to a third-country national residing in Greece as an employee or self-employed worker if he/she was admitted for family reunification reasons and had in his/her possession a relevant residence permit. In this case, he/she will continue to reside in Greece with a residence permit for studies.
13. Can third-country nationals come to Greece to conduct research or pursue a doctoral degree?
Yes, they can. This possiblity is recognised both in article 43 of Law 3386/2005 and Presidential Decree 128/2008 which specifically referes to the admission procedure for third-country nationals conducting research. 



According to Presidential Decree 128/2008, as a “researcher” is defined a third-country national holding an appropriate higher education qualification, which gives access to doctoral programmes, who is selected by a research organisation to conduct a research project for which the above qualification is normally required;
14. Can a foreign student invite his family to visit him/her during the course of his/her studies?

As already discussed, a foreign student may not bring a family member with him (see also next question no 15).  However, his/her family members may come to Greece on a tourist visa with a maximum duration of three months, just like any other alien.

15. Can a third-country national studying in Greece bring his/her family along?
Chapter I of Law 3386/2005 (articles 53-60) which refers to the entry and stay of third-country nationals for family reunification reasons, stipulates that this possibility is only available to those aliens who were admitted in the country to work as employees, self-employed workers or professionals or to start a business or to engage in any other economic activity. 







In the case of foreign students who may only be employed part-time, their families cannot join them in Greece. This is also inferred by the wording of article 53, section c of Law 3386/2005, which requries that the alien must establish that "he/she possesses a steady and regular personal income which is sufficient to sustain the needs of his/her family, and which… cannot be lower than the annual wages of an unskilled worker, increased by 20% for the spouse and by 15% for each child”. However, the law allows a third-country national studying in Greece to be accompanied by his/her family (spouse and children) if such third-country national has come to Greece to qualify for a medical specialisation (article 33, section 2, Law 3386/2005). This is evidenced by a special certificate issued by a healthcare institution stating that such third-country national has been admitted to the institution and has been granted a special visa. 








In addition, article 43, section 3 of Law 3386/2005 provides that third-country nationals participating in research programmes may be accompanied by their families throughout their period of residence in Greece, until the conclusion of the research programme. Article 7, section 5 and article 9 of Presidential Decree 128/2008 contain identical provisions regarding third-country nationals coming to Greece for scientific research. As researcher the provision of article 2 (d) of the above Presidential Decree defines the third-country national “holding an appropriate higher education qualification, which gives access to doctoral programmes and who is selected by a research organisation to conduct a research project for which the above qualification is normally required”.

16. Can a foreign student transfer to another educational institution or change his/her course of study?
According to article 31 of Law 3386/2005 and article 6, section 5 of Presidential Decree 101/2008, this is possible on condition that the total stay of the student in Greece not exceed the time required for the course of study initially selected. For instance, if he/she had initially selected the Law School, which is 4 years + 100% = 8 years in total, he/she may enroll at the English Language Department of the University of Athens. However, he/she can still not exceed 8 years of study. According to applicable law, such a course change can only take place once and only during the first year of study.
17. Can an alien student travel to his/her country? Can he/she travel to a European Union country?
According to article 71, section 5 of Law 3386/2005 “a third-country national who lawfully resides in Greece and exits the Greek territory is entitled to re-enter, provided that his/her residence permit is still valid at the time of re-entry”. 
Therefore, a third-country national with a valid residence permit for study purposes may travel abroad provided that he/she holds documentation establishing the purpose of such visit, and that he/she will then return to Greece without obtaining a new special visa.
According to article 21 of the Schengen Agreements, in conjunction with article 71, section 5 of Law 3386/2005, a third-country national studying at a Greek educational institution and holding a valid passport and residence permit may travel to a European Union country that is a member of the Schengen Agreements (such as Germany) and freely stay there for a maximum of three months declaring his/her presence to the local authorities of that country, provided that he/she is not included in the list of undesirable aliens, he/she possesses sufficient resources for living in that country and his/her return to Greece is assured.
18. Can a third-country national holding a residence permit for study purposes in Greece continue his studies in another EU country or vice versa?
Yes, he/she can. Presidential Decree 101/2008 recognises student mobility. In other words, a third-country national who has been admitted to study in Greece may apply to attend part of his course in another EU country (article 7, section 5, Presidential Decree 101/2008). Similarly, a third-country national who has been admitted to study in another EU member state may attend part of his coursework in Greece (article 7, sections 1-4, Presidential Decree 101/2008). In the latter case, he/she does not need to obtain a special student visa, as required for those intending to study in Greece according to Greek law.
19. Can a third-country national holding a residence permit as a researcher in another EU member state continue his/her research in Greece? Or vice versa?
Yes, he/she can. Article 10 of Presidential Decree 128/2008 recognises such possiblity according to the terms and conditions described therein.
20. Is it possible to convert a residence permit for study purposes to a residence permit of another type?
NO, it is not possible. This is inferred both from article 12 section 6 of Law 3386/2005 and article 13, section 1 of Presidential Decree 101/2008 which expressly precludes such a possibility. However, it is permited the residence permit for studies to be converted in another kind of residence permit, but only in the case that the target student had been accepted in Greece for family reunification reasons.
21. May a foreign student remain in Greece after the end of his/her studies?
In principle, this is not possible. It is indirectly inferred from article 73, section 3 of Law 3386/2005 that once a foreign student has received his/her degree or his/her residence permit for study purposes has expired and not been renewed for any reason whatsoever, such student must leave Greece, unless he/she continues his/her studies at the post-graduate level or enrolls at a medical specialty training programme (in which case, question 10 is applicable). 





There are, however, two cases where an alien who has concluded his/her studies or the prescribed maximum period of study may stay in Greece. The first case is if he/she has married a Greek national or a national of a member state of the EU. The second case is if he/she has been recognised as a refugee or meets the requirements for recognition as a refugee or a stateless person. 




A third country national who had been admitted in Greece for family reunification reasons and his/her original residence permit had been converted to a residence permit for studies, he/she can continue to reside in Greece after the end of his/her studies by obtaining residence permit of another kind.
22. When can a student be recognised as a refugee?
According to the 1951 Geneva Convention, a refugee is a person who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his/her nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself/herself of the protection of that country. 

Refugee status is usually granted to aliens studying in Greek educational institutions when such events have occurred in their countries of origin during their studies in Greece that render them unable to return there owing to fear of persecution, imprisonment or torture. In this case, they may apply for political asylum, thus being considered “réfugiés sur place”.
23. What are the obligations of a foreign student?
Further to what has been discussed regarding the residence permit for study purposes and its renewal (see questions 1-8), the foreign student must declare within 2 months the following to the Alien and Immigration Service of his/her place of domicile: (a) change of domicile, (b) any change to his/her civil status (marriage, divorce, change of nationality, birth of a child etc.), (c) any change to his/her passport, as well as its loss or the loss of the residence permit (article 73, section 2 of Law 3386/2005). Exceptionally, a change of address must be also notified to the local police department.
24. In what cases is the residence permit for study puproses revoked or not renewed?
A residence permit for study purposes can be revoked or not renewed in cases of public health concerns (only those stipulated by the World Health Organisation) or there is a risk to public order and safety, or if a final court decision has established that the alien used false information or forged documents. In addition, a residence permit may be revoked or not renewed if its holder does not demostrate satisfactory progress in his/her studies or does not abide by the conditions stipulated by Greek law regarding part-time employment during his/her economic activity (article 12, Presidential Decree 101/2008).
25. Can a petition for annulment be brought in case of a refusal to grant or renew a residence permit for study purposes or in case of its revocation?
YES. A petition for annulment may be brought before the competent administrative court, according to article 15 of Law 3068/2002, as it stands (article 14, section 4, Presidential Decree 101/2008).

26. What are the consequences of non-renewal of the residence permit?
According to article 73, section 4 of Law 3386/2005, if the renewal of a third-country student's residence permit is not approved, he/she must leave the greek territory, without any further formalities, within thirty days from notification of the relevant decision.
27. What will happen if a foreign student is unable to complete his studies, his/her residence permit expires and he nevertheless remains in Greece?
Such a student is considered an illegal alien. As an illegal, third-country alien he/she is subject to the unfavourable provisions of Law 3386/2005, deportation being the main consequence.
28. What will happen when a foreign student whose residence permit for study purposes has expired exits Greece?
According to article 73, section 5 of Law 3386/2005, an alien who remains in the country for over 30 days from the expiration of his/her residence permit is obliged upon his/her departure to pay a sum equal to four times the stamp duty fee levied for an annual residence permit. If the alien illegally remains in the country for longer than 30 days, the stamp duty fee levied will be eight times the stamp duty fee for an annual residence permit. He will be exempt from such fee only if he/she violated the lawful residence period owing to force majeure.
29. What are a foreign student’s rights?
A foreign student is entitled to the rights stipulated in international convention on the protection of persons in general, which Greece has signed and ratified. Additionally, he/she is entitled to the fundamental rights stipulated in the Greek constitution. Thus, a third-country student has unrestricted access to Greek courts and the right to refer to the authorities. He/she may freely transact; express his/her opinions freely, unless they lead to the subversion of the current democratic political system; draft his/her last will and testament; participate in student organisations as a member or member of the Administrative Board thereof; and, in general, a foreign student is entitled to all fundamental rights provided in the Greek constitution for each and every individual without discrimination. 



In addition, if a third-country student gave birth to a child in Greece, in contravention of Greek law prohibiting family reunification for the third-country members of a student’s family, such child is granted an individual residence permit, which expires simultaneously with the students’ residence permit, without paying a stamp duty fee for the issue of such residence permit (article 13, section 4, Presidential Decree 101/2008).
30. Can a foreign student or researcher be deported from Greece?
In principle deportation means that an alien who lives in a host country must leave the country after the issue of a relevant court decision, which has been issued against him/her, or pursuant to the imposition of individual administrative measures. 
According to article 76 of Law 3386/2005, the administrative expulsion of a third-country national is possible, subject to the international commitments of Greece, if: 






(a) The alien has been finally and irrevocably sentenced to imprisonment of not less than one year or, regardless of the penalty, he/she has been convicted of any of the following: Offences against the system of government, high treason, offences related to drug trafficking, money laundering, international economic offences, high-technology crime, currency offences, offences of resistance, child abduction, offences against sexual freedom, offences related to sexual exploitation, theft, fraud, embezzlement, extortion, usury, offences concerning intermediaries, forgery, false attestation, defamation, smuggling, arms offences, offences related to antiquities, or offences related to illegal immigrant trafficking, provided that the alient’s deportation was not ordered by the competent court; (b) the alien has violated the provisions of the law on aliens; (c) the alien's presence on Greek territory poses a risk to the country’s public order or security; or (d) the alien’s presence in Greece poses a public health risk and he/she refuses to comply with the measures determined by medical authorities for its protection, although he has received the required information. 
Therefore, the deportation of a third-country national may be ordered if it is established that he/she is subject to any of the aforementioned circumstances. A foreign student or researcher must meticulously observe all formalities regarding the deadlines for the renewal of his/her residence permit, his/her obligation to communicate to the authorities any change to his/her civil status, place of domicile, loss of passport etc.(see question 23). He/she must also ensure that he/she is not involved in offences or behaviours that could potentialy lead to his/her characterisation as a threat to public order and security. 




Articles 74 and 99, sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Greek Criminal Code apply in connection to deportation as a subsequent penalty.
31. Does the foreign student/researcher have access to hospital care?
YES, provided that he/she has a residence permit for study or research pruposes, he/she has access to the medical care offered by Greek public hospitals. 


In addition, even if he/she resides in the country unlawfully (e.g. if his/her residence permit has expired and not been renewed), in the instance of a health emergency he/she can be admitted for hospitalisation at a public hospital (article 84, section 1b, Law 3386/2005).
32. Can a foreign student acquire Greek nationality by naturalisation?
Many foreign students inquire whether and how they can acquire Greek nationality by naturalisation. One of the naturalisation requirements (article 5 of Law 3284/2004, as modified by article 2 of Law 3838/2010) is that a non-ethnic Greek alien must have resided in Greece for a total of seven years preceding his naturalisation application. This requirement does not apply to ethnic Greeks. 





According to article 24, section 2 of Presidential Decree 101/2008, the time during which the non-ethnic Greek, third-country alien resided in Greece as a student is not taken into account for the provision of additional rights to him/her. Therefore, his/her student years are not counted in the aforementioned 7-years required for acquiring Greek nationality by naturalisation.
33. Is a third-country national living lawfully in Greece with his/her family entitled to access to higher education after having graduated from a Greek secondary school?
YES. According to article 72, section 5 of Law 3386/2005 “third-country nationals who have graduated from secondary education in Greece have access to university education on the same terms and conditions as Greek citizens”.
34. Are students participating in practical traineeship programmes (article 34, section 3, Law 3386/2005) also subject to a residence permit?
YES. Before the expiration of his/her special visa for studies, the third-country national must submit to the municipal authority or community council of their place of domicile or residence a petition for the issuance of a residence permit, which is forwarded to the competent Aliens and Immigration Service along with the following additional documentation: (a) a photocopy of their passport or other travel document with the special entry visa evidently in force, (b) according to the provisions of article 92 of Law 3386/2005 a deposit fee, (c) a certificate issued by the relevant exchange organisation (AIESEC, IAESTE), establishing that the third-country national has been admitted to the programme for practical traineeship on the subject of his studies at a specific business entity and for a specific period, and for a duration  that doesn΄t exeed the maximum of six months; and (d) evidence that the interested student is insured throughout his/her stay in Greece. 
Beside AIESEC and IAESTE, as exchange organisations are also mean the Higher Educational Institutes ΑΕΙ and ΤΕΙ of Greece, which have concluded Bilateral Exchange Students΄ Agreements with the relevant foreign Institutions. The Ministry of Employment is the competent authority  that examines the legal framework of third-country nationals΄ practical traineeship, as well as the terms and conditions of the specific issues regarding such exchange programmes.
35. Who does the rapid procedure for the issue of a residence permit apply to?
It applies only to graduate students who will participate in a special graduate study programme, that has been agreed between the educational institution in question and the Ministry of the Interior (article 9, Presidential Decree 101/2008), the relevant residence permit being issued by the competent Directorate of the latter. An applying third-country student must submit the documentation required by law in this case as well. (See questions 1-5 and articles 4 and 5, Presidential Decree 101/2008).
36. What are the government agencies that the third-country student/researcher can refer to on matters relating to his/her residence permit?
A third-country national studying or conducting research in Greece must contact the competent municipal authority of his/her domicile. 
The Aliens and Immigration Service of the Regional Authority has the general competence for any matter relating to his/her residence permit.
In Thessaloniki the relevant municipal authority is at 19, Odysseos Street, tel. 2310-554547  and the Aliens and Immigration Service is at the Regional Authority of Central Macedonia, 1, Taki Oikonomidi Street, tel. 2313-309215, 2313-309202.
III. USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES
Alien Police Division 326 Monstiriou Street, tel. 2310 - 388146 , 2310 - 388187 
Dimokratias Square Police Division, 4 Dodekanisou Street, tel. 2310-502700, 2310-502713, 2310-502720
Ano Poli Police Division, 3 Sofokleous Street, tel. 2310-254770
Toumba Police Division, PAOK stadium, 13 Lykaonos Street, tel. 2310-953681
Dendropotamos Police Division, 4 Napoleontos Zerva Street, tel. 2310-574368, 2310-574369
Labour Inspectorate, 14 Frangon Street, tel. 2310-225943, 2310-226181
Greek Ombudsman, 5 Hatziyianni Mexi Street, Athens, tel. 210-7289600 - fax. 210 - 7292129 
Police Emergency Dispatch Centre, tel. 100
Emergency Medical Dispatcher, tel. 166
Fire Department, tel. 199
First Aid (Red Cross), tel. 2310-514473
After hours pharmacies (information) tel. 14944
Hospitals on duty (information), tel. 14944
Consulates in Thessaloniki
Albania, tel. 2310-547435
Australia, tel. 2310-827494
Belgium, tel. 2310-538157
Bulgaria, tel. 2310-829210-11
Brazil, tel. 2310-538157
France, tel. 2310-244030-031
Germany, tel. 2310-251120, 2310-251130
Georgia, tel. 2310-429009
Denmark, tel. 2310-284065
Switzerland, tel. 2310-282214-5, 2310-252777
Esthonia, tel.  2310-260707, 2310-260709
United Kingdom, tel. 2310-278006
United States of America, tel. 2310-242905
Japan, tel. 2310-483103
India, tel. 2310-273493
Indonesia, tel. 6932.24.89.46
Jordan, tel. 2310-683244
Ireland, tel. 2310-465177, 2310-463400
Spain, tel. 2310-515391, 2310-546032
Italy, tel. 2310-914050
Colombia, tel. 2310-531811
Korea, tel. 2310-888989
Croatia, tel. 2310-548203
Cyprus, tel. 2310-260611, 2310-260625, 2310-260697
Latvia, tel. 2310-277463
Luxembourg, tel. 2310-799502
Malta, tel. 2310-550271
Morocco, tel. 2310-254114
Mexico, tel. 2310-536551
Norway, tel. 2310-236410, 2310-227477
South Africa, tel. 2310-274393
The Netherlands, tel. 2310-284065
Hungary, tel. 2310-547397, 2310-555049
Ukraine, tel. 2310-500045
Urugay, tel. 2310-346058
Pakistan, tel. 2310-334440, 2310-228066
Peru, tel. 2310-566737
Poland, tel. 2310-288-205
Portugal, tel. 2310-228138
Romania, tel. 2310-340088-89
Russia, tel. 2310-257201
Serbia, tel. 2310-244265-266
Slovakia, tel. 2310-228210, 2310-270230
Sweden, tel. 2310-284065
Turkey, tel. 2310-248452
Czech Republic, tel. 2310-266415
Philippines, tel. 2310-553602
Finland, tel. 2310-697058
Chile, tel. 2310-698598
� But see also the provision of article 6, section 5 of Presidential Decree 101/2008 stipulating a maximum study duration increased by 100% for undergraduate students and by half for post-graduate students or doctoral candidates.


� See also below Presidential Decree 128/2008 regarding the special admission procedure of third-country nationals for scientific research purposes.


� See also below Presidential Decree 128/2008 regarding the special admission procedure of third-country nationals for scientific research purposes.
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